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Draft Meeting Summary

Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) hosted a stakeholder meeting for the Middle Fork American River Hydroelectric Project (MFP).  The key agenda items for this meeting included stakeholder resource interest statements, Existing Resource Information Reports, Project betterments, hydrology, Communication Protocols, Study Plan development and the Relicensing Process Plan.  A handout packet containing copies of the meeting presentation materials (referenced by handout number) was provided to the meeting participants. 

Meeting Summary

The meeting summary is organized by agenda item.  Each agenda item includes a brief overview of the agenda topic followed by a summary of key decisions or action items, if any.

Introductions/Review Agenda –

The meeting was opened with a round of introductions and review of the agenda (Handout No. 1).  

Administrative Issues and Announcements 

The following summarizes a number of MFP relicensing administrative issues and announcements. 

· June 20, 2006 Meeting Summary, (Handout No. 2): The meeting summary will be edited to remove the American River and Georgetown Ranger Districts from the regulatory authority section on page three of the minutes.  The Forest Service indicated that their resource specialists are from the Tahoe and Eldorado National Forests, respectively, but not all of them are from the two Ranger Districts that were referenced.  The notes were approved as final following these changes.
· Plenary Action Item Summary: Action items that are completed will be included on the summary list for one month indicating their completion and will then be removed from the list.  It was requested that an action item archive list of completed action items also be maintained.  A link will be established on the PCWA relicensing web-site to the action item archive list.
· Master Schedule Update: The November Plenary meeting date was changed from November 13 to November 14 due to the Veterans Day Holiday.  

· Facilities Tour Dates and Information Sheets (Handout No. 2b): Stakeholders were asked to RSVP their participation. 

· Technical Working Groups (TWG) Contact Sheets (Handout No. 2c): Provided for review and reference.  If information is incorrect or confidential please email corrections or requests to the PCWA relicensing web-site at: relicensing@pcwa.net.

· TWG/Plenary Schedule: 

· August TWG meetings are scheduled for the 14 and 15, Agenda Topic: Draft Study Plan Outlines.

· September TWG meetings are scheduled for the 18 and 19, Agenda Topic: Study Methodology.  

· October TWG meetings are scheduled for the 16 and 17, Agenda Topic: Technical Study Plans.

· November Plenary meeting date has changed to Tuesday, Nov. 14.

· Integrated Licensing Process (ILP) FERC Workshop Dates: During conversations with PCWA, the FERC indicated they are willing to conduct an ILP workshop.  At today’s meeting the stakeholder group identified September 20th and September 25th as potential dates for the ILP workshop. 

· Foothills Water Network Presentation: The Foothills Water Network made a presentation regarding their organization including a list of participants represented in the network.  The presentation provided information on purpose, goals and objectives, and structure of the network.  One of the primary goals of the network is to coordinate the efforts in the Yuba-Bear, American and Cosumnes watersheds.  Information on the Foothills Water Network can be found at their website at: www.foothillswaternetwork.org 

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 1: Send an email to the stakeholder group with detailed information about the Facilities Tour.

· Action Item No. 2: Distribute Draft Study Plan Outline meeting material by August 7, one week prior to meeting.

· Action Item No. 3: Distribute Draft Technical Study Plans with more detailed study methodology on September 4, two weeks prior to meeting.

· Action Item No. 4: PCWA will follow up with FERC to inquire on their availability to conduct the ILP workshop on either September 20 or 25.  

· Action Item No. 5: Email to the PCWA relicensing website any questions that you would like to have discussed or answered at the ILP workshop. 

Stakeholder Interest Statement and Resource Agency Regulatory Authority

The State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) indicated that their stakeholder interest statement and an overview of their regulatory authority is provided in Attachment A of the Draft Communication Protocols.  The SWRCB indicated that the information from Attachment A could be added to the interest statement list on PCWA’s relicensing web-site. 

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 6: Add the SWRCB’s stakeholder interest statement from Attachment A of the Draft Communication Protocol to the PCWA relicensing website. 

Existing Resource Information Reports 

A presentation on the Existing Resource Information Reports provided an overview of the purpose, distribution, comment, and review process of the reports.  A copy of the presentation slides is presented as Handout No. 4.  The reports will be included as Chapter 6 of the Pre-Application Document (PAD).  The reports will be distributed to the stakeholder group for review and comment in three distributions.  The first distribution occurred in June, the second occurred in July and the third is scheduled to occur in August.  Stakeholders are provided a 60-day review and comment period from the date of each distribution.  Questions and comments may be submitted electronically in single text edit format to the PCWA relicensing website.

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 7: Mail the second distribution of the Existing Resource Information Reports to those stakeholders who were not present at today’s meeting. 

Betterments   

The betterments presentation provided additional information on proposed relicensing betterments and on the approach for the technical Study Plan development.  A copy of the presentation slides is included as Handout No. 5.  The presentation provided additional information on the betterments, including conceptual figures and figures of the estimated footprint of the proposed betterments.  The preliminary environmental effects analysis provided information on the types of potential effects and key technical studies, and analytical tools needed to evaluate the potential effects.

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 8: At the ILP relicensing workshop, ask the FERC to explain how the betterments are addressed in the ILP Relicensing Process.

Introduction to MFP Hydrology    

A presentation was conducted on the hydrology of the Middle Fork American River.  A copy of the presentation slides is included as Handout No. 6.  The presentation provided information on minimum instream flow requirements, stream gages, flow duration curves for Project-related streams, reservoir storage graphs, and graphs on historic spills.  The Hydrology Subgroup will meet on July 24. 

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 9: Send out an email notice reminding the Hydrology Subgroup participants of the forthcoming July 24 meeting. 

Draft Communication and Participation Protocols   

The only comments received to date on the Draft Communication Protocol were provided verbally during the June meeting.   

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 10: Revise the Draft Communication Protocol to address the verbal comments received at the June meeting and redistribute to the Stakeholder group for a two week review and comment period from the date of distribution. 

Study Plan Development (Handout No. 7)   

A presentation was made on the Study Plan development process.  A copy of the presentation slides is included as Handout No. 7.  The presentation provided information on the approach, schedule, and outline for the development of the technical studies.  PCWA’s proposed approach initiates the development of technical Study Plans sooner in the relicensing process to allow time to integrate approved studies into the PAD.  This will allow more time later in the process to collaborate on new license conditions. 

Relicensing Process Plan   

A presentation on the Relicensing Process Plan provided information on the purpose, content, and schedule for development.  A copy of the presentation slides in included as Handout No. 8. 

Decisions/Action Items 

· Action Item No. 11.  At the ILP workshop ask the FERC how or if their NEPA process may be used to satisfy the SWRCB CEQA document requirements.  

· Action Item No. 12: Schedule a meeting with the Relicensing Process Plan Subgroup to discuss the integration of other regulatory processes into the Plan.  The meeting would be held at the SWRCB office and the potential meeting dates are either August 24 or 25.
· Action Item No. 13: Distribute to the stakeholder group by August 11 a schedule for the development of a Relicensing Process Plan. 
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